
MESSENGER OF PEACE 
December 2020 

IN PERSON WORSHIP UPDATE 

On Sunday, the 22nd, after our online worship service, your Consistory had a conference call to decide what the 

next step was for worship at Peace United. The conversation began with your Pastor providing the facts and 

figures about the pandemic in our area, as well as what the other churches in the area are doing. We also 

reviewed the Governor’s Proclamation, asking to keep groups to 15 or less, while at the same time offering an 

exemption to churches, as well as allowing the exemption to Pastor Frank from wearing a mask, while leading 

worship. It was made clear, that as the Pastor, Frank serves Peace United, and will serve as the Consistory 

desires, as they represent you, as a congregation. 

 

The point was made, that because of this pandemic, there are members who only get out once a week, to come 

to Peace, to join in worship, and to keep that from them, could be difficult. On top of that, we are entering a 

time in which depression can set in for some, and when you add the pandemic on top of it, this could be a 

terrible thing, therefore, we need to keep our doors open for whoever feels the need to be at Peace on Sunday 

mornings. At the end of the day, Pastor Frank is in the building leading worship no matter if we are online or 

not, and therefore, the door should remain open for those who want to come and worship in this beautiful space. 

 

Beginning November 29th, the first Sunday of advent, Peace will be opened again for in-person worship. We 

will be requiring everyone to continue to wear masks while in the building. We will also go back to having 

every two pews closed off to maintain social distancing, as well as asking people to sit with their family and not 

intermingling in the pews. We are also going back to not having a physical bulletin, as everything will be on the 

screens for all to see, and it makes sure that we are not all congregating in one area. 

 

We also will continue to have hand sanitizer available, as well as asking everyone not to sing, and to simply 

enjoy the music provided. Lastly, we ask that anyone that is feeling sick, having COVID symptoms, or having a 

known exposure to a COVID positive person, to please stay home as to not risk spreading this at Peace United. 

We want to continue to offer in-person worship to our members and do it safely. 

 

Thank you all for your patience during this time, your understanding, and your protection of your Peace United 

sisters and brothers. We look forward to seeing you again in worship! Peace and love to you all. 

 

When you decide it is safe for you to worship with us in person, please remember these protocols: 

1. Social distance, even as arriving and leaving. 

2. Wear a mask. (There are cloth masks available at the church if you do not have one.) 

3. Use hand sanitizer when arriving and leaving. 

4. Pews are roped off to space people out.  Please sit only in pews that are open, with members of your 

household. 

6. Instead of passing of the peace we will do the "Iowa Wave." 

7. No Congregational singing. 

8. Bring your own communion (on the first Sunday of each month.)

 

Please follow Peace UCC on Facebook for Service videos and updates: 

https://www.facebook.com/Peace-United-Church-of-Christ-101988768095383/ 
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LETTER FROM PASTOR FRANK 

Greetings, Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

Advent is upon us, and we are now in that time of waiting for that which we are expecting, the 

coming of this baby, Jesus. This is a glorious time, when we can enjoy what we know is about to 

happen, while at the same time there is so much unexpected that comes along with it.  

We will be watching some videos in church this Sunday about the Glory of Christmas, in the 

unexpected moments, so please join us in-person or on the Facebook page.  

~Mary was not expecting to become a mother when she did, especially the mother of the Son of God. 

We had Joseph who was about to wed this woman who is now pregnant with a child that was not his. 

I am sure that is not what he was expecting. We have the Shepherds who were told of the birth of this 

child while being out in the fields, and they were not expecting to be the first to be told of this 

amazing birth, that sure was an unexpected moment for them. The wise men were asked to report 

back as to where this new King was, and they did not follow through, an unexpected choice. 

~We have a God, who like a director, brought all these unlikely, and unexpected people together, to 

provide for us the greatest Christmas story ever told. We have a God, who was able to see the gifts, 

the talents of each person, and place them where they needed to be, to place them in the unexpected 

places, in the unexpected moments, so that we could have this time, that we are now expecting. 

I watch a show, in which they are famous for saying, “expect the unexpected” and that is what we 

need to do with our God. We know we are in a time in which we are expecting to celebrate the 

coming of this child, while we know that there will be a lot of unexpected all around us. Expect that 

unexpected and look to see where God is in all of this, and how God is blessing you, as he did all of 

creation with the expected, yet unexpected birth of Jesus. 

I want to continue to remind you all, that I am in the office from 9am – 1pm, Monday – Friday. If you 

have any announcements, joys, or concerns, be sure to email the church 

at peace.monticello@gmail.com or myself at fshepherdjr76@yahoo.com. I understand that this is a 

time of year in which some are sad and lonely, and the current pandemic can magnify this, so please, 

know that I am here, and you can call me at (563) 258-3740. I want to be there for your needs as your 

pastor. 

I will be keeping you all in my prayers and I wish peace and many blessings on everyone! 

 

~Pastor Frank J. Shepherd Jr.  

 

 

 

mailto:peace.monticello@gmail.com
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SAFETY USHERS (FORMERLY GREETERS) 

In order to help protect our members, we will not be using greeters and ushers as 

previously done during services. We have created a new volunteer position to help guide 

members and visitors through our safety procedures as they come into the church. 

We would like to ask for volunteers, that would have been Greeters, to fill this new role as Safety Ushers. The 

Greeters sheet will be available for you to sign up on. If you are already signed up for a Sunday and are not 

comfortable being a Safety Usher, please let Angie Seemann know so your name can be taken off the list. 

The job description for a Safety Usher is below. This description will be evaluated and updated as needed. We 

will post this job description near the entry door. The current greeters list is included with the Messenger. 

1) See that the parking lot door is open. Weather permitting, we will leave the door open so those entering 

will not need to touch the door handle. The double doors will remain locked as we arrive. 

2) Encourage social distancing. 

3) Greet people as they arrive and tell them that everyone needs to wear a mask. If they forgot one, we will 

have a washable one to use. Show them where to put it in the basket as they leave. 

4) Encourage everyone to use hand sanitizer right away. We want people to sanitize their hands prior to 

using the railings. 

5) Tell people that some pews are marked off to encourage social distancing and that there is no bulletin. 

The announcements and bulletin will be projected. 

6) We are not passing the plate for an offering. The offering plate will be up the stairs behind the back pew. 

People can in their money as they arrive or leave. 

7) After the service is over, the ushers will encourage social distancing including helping release pews one 
at a time, if needed. They will also make sure the doors are open, weather permitting, so handling of 
door handles is at a minimum. 

VISION COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The church is a buzz with team activities as the Vision Team met to discuss the happenings with Peace Church 

now and in the future.  Consistory is open for new members to serve the church on Consistory in this great 

way.  Our new Pastor continues to bring energy to services and time with the Youth students, so we are looking 

for members to serve on the Pastor Care Team.  Even though we are apart, our church is very much alive and 

we are excited to help keep moving it forward.  Stay well everyone.  

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE LETTER 

Included in your July 2019 Messenger was a membership update letter. We are trying to collect updated 

information for our members and those that may be interested in becoming a member of our church. Please 

complete the letter and return it to church as soon as possible. The updated information will be used to create an 

updated printed directory for our members. Also, this update letter is providing members the option to receive 

their Monthly Messengers by email. Forms may be given directly to Angela Seemann, left in the church office 

or mailed back to the church. Please, be sure to return your update letter as soon as possible! Another copy of 

the letter has been included with this messenger for those that have not yet returned their updated letter. 
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The True Meaning of Christmas 
By: M.S. Lowndes

Jesus Christ was born this day 

So many years before 

He came a servant to the lost, 

Though he was Lord of Lords 

 

We celebrate this joyous time, 

Reflecting on His birth 

Not Born in a mansion, but a stable 

As if He had no worth 

 

He came so He could identify 

With the human heart of man 

And gave His life as a sacrifice, 

Offering a better plan 

 

A plan that reconciles us back 

To our loving Father God 

Bringing hope and redemption from 

Sins ruling, iron rod 

 

For this is the only reason that we 

Should celebrate this day, 

To become focused on anything else, 

Would take the meaning away 

 

So, let’s arise with joy in our hearts 

And share it with everyone 

The meaning of Christmas will always be 

The birth of Jesus – God’s son 

3 Mary Etten  16 Carol Baumann 

4 Jo Marie Bader  19 Jim Kyte 

7 Beth Steuri  22 Connie Edwards 

12 
Alex Ray  

Jackie Schneiter 
 24 Jane Stiffler 

13 Harold White  29 Peggy Cleeton 

Anniversaries 

27 Randy & Sue Brokaw 29 James & Callie Smith 

December Celebrations 

To the members who sent anniversary cards with greetings for our 65th wedding anniversary, Lee and I Thank 

You. They were very much appreciated! 

~Lee & Joyce Benton 

Thank you for all of the birthday wishes and cards I received. It was wonderful to hear from you! 

~Angela Seemann 

Thank You’s! 


