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Have you ever won something, or been chosen for something that you felt you may not have deserved? Have 

you ever felt like you were not worthy to be selected for praise, or knowledge of something that others did not 

receive? I am sure we have all felt that at some point and time in our lives, like we were blessed with 

something, or awarded something, or chosen for something that we did not feel we deserved, but we took it 

seriously, and cherished whatever it was. 

 

I recall the feeling when I was first called to ministry, and I knew this was what I was meant to do, and I ran 

with it. I felt like I was embarking on this wonderful journey that was going to be a benefit to all. When I got 

the call to serve out in Scotch Grove, I was excited, and while at the same time nervous about all that it was 

going to involve. Then I stood at the pulpit after service one Sunday and I was struck by the enormity of this 

call, and the gift that I could be to many. 

 

I recall praying to God, and thanking him for this chance, this opportunity to serve him, while at the same time 

asking him why he chose me. I wondered what I did to deserve this blessing in my life, to deserve the chance to 

be someone to speak his Word and discern his Word for others to understand. Then I learned something, 

ministers consider a sermon to be an extension of the Word of God. When we stand before you, and we make 

the confusing understandable, we are taking on a precious task, in which we are to take seriously. 

 

When I learned that, I began to take more seriously my task, I wanted to make sure that I was writing the best 

sermon, providing the best prayers, and selecting the best choices each Sunday for songs. I took it seriously and 

was going to do my best. While at the same time, I looked at who I was before, what I had done in my life prior 

to going into ministry, and wondered, why would God choose me? I would consider myself lower than other, 

not as educated as others, less likely to lead than others. Why me? What did I do to deserve this? 

 

Even though I felt undeserving of this position, I was going to take it seriously, and I was going to give it my 

best. I wonder sometimes, what the Shepherds felt like. The shepherds were considered to be the lowest of the 

low, as they were typically living in the fields with the sheep. They may go for a while without being able to 

bath, as they were tasked with the care of the sheep in the pasture. They were not the kind that others wanted to 

be around any longer than they had to be. So, when angle of the Lord appeared to them, they were terrified. 

This is not something that they were used to, and what they heard that night placed them into one of the most 

important positions of all. We are told that the angle said to them, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to 

you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. 

This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” 

 

These men were the first to be told of the birth of this savior. They were the ones that God had chosen to be the 

bearers of this good news, to be the leaders in finding this baby, and showing their thanks and praise for this 

child. To be the lowest of the low, and then chosen to go and be the first to see this child, who would be the 

savior to all, must have been an amazing gift. I am willing to believe that these men could not understand why it 

was them that would have been chosen for this. Why, when others do not want to be around them, would God 

choose them to be the first to see this new baby. 

 

These men took this news seriously as we are told that “When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said 

to each other, “Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has 

revealed to us.” They went right away, and they found Mary and Joseph with that Christ child, just as the angles 

had told them. These men now having been told this, and then seen it, could do nothing but praise God for all 

that they had been blessed with this night.  

 



Now they could have quietly walked away from this night, from this moment, from everything that had been 

said and seen, but that was not what they were willing to do. They chose to speak of it and share the news with 

others as we are told in the closing that, “The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen.” They glorified God and praised God. I am sure they told everyone that they met what had 

happened, and I have a suspicion that they acted in a way similar to the actor in our video. 

 

When you are chosen like this, why would you not be loud and proud about it? Why would you not want to 

share it all with the world to see and hear? These men were chosen for a reason, to show the world that this 

savior is not just for the high class, for the wealthy, or for those that are better than others. The shepherds were 

chosen, to show us, that Christ came to save us all, everyone who wants to be saved, has the chance to be saved, 

no matter who you are, no matter where you stand in the class structure, no matter what you have done in your 

past, you all have the chance to be saved. 

 

By selecting the shepherds first, God made a statement, giving a message that is clear to all, and we should all 

take it seriously when the Lord choses us for some task in life. Watching a video about a man playing a 

shepherd, boils it down and tells us that, “These shepherds were societies misfits, yea they were transfixed by 

this choir of angles, but also amazed, that God had chosen them.” He goes on to say that, “They were the 

scrawny kid in PE, the nerd who went alone to the prom, they were the glee club president, twice. They were 

the least of these.” In the closing of this video, the actor kneels down by the manger and says, “God asked me to 

be the keeper of the most important message that has ever been kept, to tell everyone, that he sent the greatest 

gift ever, the prince of peace, the lowest in the land, was given the highest honor.” 

 

When I heard the call to ministry, I did not feel like I deserved it, or that I was better than anyone else by 

answering the call. What I did do, was praise God for this call, thank God for the blessings that have come from 

this call, and take seriously that task that has been placed in my hands. To know that, where I come from, I 

could have been considered to be one of the lower people, yet to be giving such a high honor, to tell everyone 

the message that is the love of God for us all. That is a great call, and I take it seriously, just like the actor in our 

play, and just like the shepherds in the field did. 

 

We have some wonderful news in this video and in our Gospel lesson. We can take from this, the knowledge, 

that when God chooses us, it is not because we are high class, because we are important people, or because we 

deserve it. God chooses us because he knows that we will take our calls seriously. If you feel called by God to 

do something, be it to proclaim the good news, to get into ministry, or to simply serve your church, take on the 

call with gratitude and praise, knowing that no matter where you stand, you were chosen for a reason. 


